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H.E. Didace Pembe Bokiaga, Minister for the Environment of the Democratic
Republic of Congo

Your Royal Highness,
Ministers and Colleagues,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| would like to open by thanking Your Royd Highness for attending this conference and aso those
who initiated and organised these meetings. Through them, | would aso like to thank the Belgian
people for the welcome they have extended to deegeations visiting from my country to consider and
discuss ways and means of marking out the way for sustainable management of forests in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. This is a highly laudable initigtive that | persondly support in the
hope that our discussons and debates will produce practicd recommendations on ways to manage
forest resources responsibly.

With asurface area of 135 million hectares, the forestsin the Democratic Republic of Congo are, as
a whole, the least affected on the African continent and contain one of the largest ranges of
biologicd species in Africa They cover 58% of the Congo Basin and form the second largest
tropicd forest massin theworld.

In view of the essentid role the forests play in terms of society, the economy and ecology,
sustainable management of the forests remains a concern for my country and the internationd
community. Indeed, over 40 million Congolese in rurd areas depend primarily on these forests and
severd billion people across the entire world aso need the environmentd services offered by these
forests.

Forest development in the Democratic Republic of Congo continues to be dominaed by the
logging of industrid timber that is of very high commercid vaue. It was for this reason that vast
expanses of forest were handed over to forestry companies without any prior consultetion of locd
communities or the Congolese people who depend heavily on these aress. The consequences of this
unplanned dlocation were, in particular, the encroachment of forestry concessions onto village land
and aress of high biologicd vadue aswell as the compromising of non-extractive use of the forests.

With the officid approvd of the Forest Code in 2002, the Congolese government launched
important reforms to improve governance of the forestry sector. It dso made a genuine
commitment to developing and implementing a priority agenda that, as a whole, ams to eradicate
dl condemned bad practices and lay the foundation for a form of foret management tha is
economicaly viable, socidly fair and ecologicaly acceptable.

Initid efforts to reorganise the sector recovered and returned amost 25 million hectares of forest,
out of atotd of 45 million hectares previoudy held by forestry companies, to government control
because the titles were deemed to be lacking.

This reorganisation process continues for the remaining 20 million hectares that are till being
exploited. It is supported by an independent observer through a legd review based on objective
evduaion criteria launched in October 2005. At the end of this process, only operators able to
prove that they have sufficient technica and financid resources to develop the forest in a
sustainable manner will be dlowed to continue.
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At the end of the process, vast aeas of forest will be released across the country for the
participatory land dlocation process, notably to companies for the production of industrid timber
through contract tenders, to locd and Congolese forest communities, as protected areas and for
non-extractive uses such as conservetion concessions.

The main chalenge for the Democratic Republic of Congo remains the completion of basic steps
in the priority reform agenda and the implementation of the Forest Code with, of course, the
support of its patners. In practicd terms, this involves promoting consultation with dl
stekeholders through participatory management of forest resources; tackling dl forms of illegd
forest exploitation; and developing and promoting dternative uses of theforest.

I firmly believe that efforts to address this chalenge require not only clear political will on the part
of the Congolese government but dso support from dl sdes, from dl of the stekeholders in
generd, and from development partners in particular. From the later, the Democratic Republic of
Congo awaits a variety of forms of support in order to achieve two essentia objectives, namely
sustainable management of the forests and reduction in poverty.

After this brief overview of the forest context and the planned reforms aimed a reaunching the
sector, | would now like to share with this noble audience, the vision my country has as regards the
various chdlenges facing the sector and the emergence of concepts related to dternative uses of the
foret.

| would like to focus in particular on the matter of partnership in managing forest resources, an
issue that has become a highly strategic concern in connection with current serious ecologica crises
seen, in particular, through globa warming, droughts, soil degradetion, the hole in the ozone layer
and aloss of biologicd diversity to name but afew.

In my opinion, partnership must been seen as a contract between two or more partners that agree
to jointly implement well thought-out policies in order to achieve raionad use of forests in the
Democraic Republic of Congo, congtantly monitor their condition and plan forest management.
Within this partnership, priority should not be given to NGOs over bilaterd rdaions. Sae
ingtitutions clearly remain the linchpin in the partnership whilst NGOs contribute by supporting
government action involving target populaions, acting as a link between the state and these
populations.

Although the collgpse of state ingtitutions in the recent past has led to a situaion whereby NGOs
have replaced the Congolese government, recent political changes in my country will now dlow the
government to take up its key role once more and dlow NGOs to move back into their traditiond
role of supporting the government.

My viewpoint results from the interest that the international community continues to accord to one
of the last forest aress that remains relatively untouched and which, as a carbon sink, plays an
important role in the world carbon cycle. As the world's second lung, after the Amazon, poor
management and destruction of this forest could have incdculable consequences for the
environment in the 21 century.

From this perspective, the desired partnership should not cause the state to lose sovereignty over
nationd resources ether. The Democraic Republic of Congo, in accordance with the second
principle of the Néationd Srategy Dedaration on the Environment and Development, retains the
sovereign right to exploit its natura resources in accordance with its environmentd and sustainable
development policy whilst respecting its commitments under the different internationd agreements
towhich it is party.
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My country, keen to see a far partnership emerge, resolutely undertakes to respect the measures
teken a internaiond level as regards, for example, forestry certification and development of its
forest resources, for the benefit of current and future generations.

In light of what | have just said, the government of the Democrétic Republic of Congo awaits
support for its efforts to develop and boost the capacities required to rdaunch the forestry and
nature conservation sectors. This support will focus, on the one hand, on its efforts to restablish a
climae tha is conducive to investment by implementing mechanisms that encourage and are
favourable to private operaors and, on the other hand, on the development of synergies between
loca communities, the Congolese populdion, forest administrations and nationd park managersin
a bid to facilitate better cooperaion in the sustainable and integrated management of the foredts
and protected aress.

Moreover, the Democratic Republic of Congo undertakes to implement emerging concepts as part
of efforts to develop dternative uses of the forests induding, in particular, (i) the introduction of
conservation concessions; (i) avoided deforestation and; (iii) the remuneraion of environmentd
services provided by the forests such as carbon sequestration. To achieve these objectives, my
country requires wdl-tested ingtitutions and structures in order to be able to evauate the different
advantagesthat can be gained from their implementation and to negotiae agreementsfairly.

Before concluding, | would like to reiterate my country's desire to continue implementation of the
planned reforms for the forestry sector in abid to make a genuine contribution to improving living
conditions for the populations and maintaining ecologicd baance in the world as awhole.

This iswhy | welcome the initiative to set up the multi-donor Trust Fund because it will provide
significant support for the forestry reform agenda and the implementetion of the Forest Code.

However, it must be recognised that the financid burden of supporting this agenda and Forest
Code remains significant, so much so that my country will not be able to beer it done during this
post-conflict period of nationd recongtruction. Other dternatives will, therefore, need to be found.

In my humble opinion, gpproaches such as remuneraion for environmentd services and
dlowances to be pad after avoided deforestation should aso be included among the messures that
can be used by my country for the reasons | mentioned earlier.

Unfortunaely, these gpproaches gill face the stumbling block of how these dlowances are to be
cdculated, an issue that remains complex. The same s true for the carbon credit goproach that still
does not offer any certainties for my country due to numerous conditions that have been imposed.
Thisisaso truefor dl countriesin my sub-region of the COMIFAC.

All in dl, my country believes that the losses resulting from not developing its forests a the request
of the internationa community, and above dl under the excessively zedous demands of ecologica
organisations, fully deserves to be compensated in one way or another. My Ministry experts
egtimate this & over 1.5 billion US dollars per year on the basis of the potentid of sustainable
exploitation of industrid timber done.

Your Royal Highness,
Ministers and Colleagues
Ambassadors,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
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My country therefore awaits a range of support measures from the internationa community in
generd, and from Belgium in particular, in order to further simulate the reform efforts launched in
a bid to reduce poverty, the only guarantee of sustainable management of forests both in terms of
nationd interests and the interests of theinternationa community.

Thank you for your atention.
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